International Institute on Disability and Public Policy – Signing Ceremony

The International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) is actively involved in the process of establishing the Institute on Disability and Public Policy (IDPP) for the ASEAN region. Dr. Larry Campbell, Immediate Past-President of ICEVI was one of the key members of the core team which formulated the concept of IDPP.  A joint signing ceremony was held at the Mahidol University, Bangkok on 4th April 2011 and 8 organisations signed a joint memorandum of understanding to mark the commencement of this programme.  The signatories are:

Prof. Banchong Mahaisavariya, Dean, Mahidol University


Dr. Louis Goodman, Dean, American University


Dr. Astrid Tuminez, Vice-Dean, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy


Dr. Gerard Buckley, Rochester Institute of Technology


Prof. Piyasakol Sakolsatayadorn, President, Mahidol University


Mr. Shuichi Ohno, Executive Director, Nippon Foundation


H.E. Mr. Tanin Kraivixien, President, APCD


Dr. M.N.G. Mani, Secretary General, I C E V I

IDPP is the world’s first virtual graduate institute that focused on the complex intersection of disability and public policy in the ASEAN region and will provide unparalleled opportunities for advanced academic studies, executive education, outreach, collaborative research, and capacity building for students, faculty and staff with and without disabilities. The institute was established in support of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ vision of a Socio-Cultural Community and a Southeast Asia where “its mountains, rivers and seas no longer divide us, but link us together.” 

IDPP will be the preeminent institute for 1) partnering with governments to foster public policies that promote people with disabilities entering society to compete on a par with their non disabled peers, and 2) preparing disabled leaders in the field of public policy. 

The IDPP was the dream of The Nippon Foundation, and was launched in collaboration with Mahidol University, the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore, the School of International Service at American University in Washington,D.C., and the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) at the Rochester in NY. IDPP is supported by the Center for Research on Collaboratories and Technology Enhanced Learning Communities (COTELCO) at American University and Syracuse University, the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability (APCD) in Bangkok, and the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI).  

The vision of IDPP is to build a network of outstanding universities from all 10 ASEAN countries which uses accessible cyberlearning approaches to enable students with mobility, visual and auditory impairments to become leaders in the public, private and NGO sectors. For more information, please see the IDPP website at: http://aseanidpp.org/.
